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MISSOURI JOBS CENTER MOVE LEAVES BEHIND A $2.3 MILLION DEBT 


STUCK WITH 2 RENTS 


7 YEARS LEFT ON LEASE 


For two decades, Northwoods 

was home to a jobs center; the 
37,000-square-foot office has 

stood empty since February 


BY JEREMY KOHLER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


NORTHWOODS « In February, the 
Missouri Jobs Center moved from its 
longtime home at North Oaks Plaza toa 
new office inside the renovated former 
Northwest Plaza shopping mall in St. 
Ann. 

The center, one of three operated in 
St. Louis County by the county’s Divi- 
sion of Workforce Development, had 
been located for more than two decades 
in this struggling municipality where 
the unemployment rate was 19 percent 
at most recent count. It was a place 
where job-seekers could search for jobs 
or training, take classes or literacy pro- 
grams, or use computers to print résu- 
més. Many of the center’s users walked 


there. 

Moving critical job services about 10 
miles away from the county’s nexus of 
poverty frustrated many officials in the 
area, who questioned the reasoning. 

The 37,000-square-foot office has 
been empty since. This week, an ad- 
viser for County Executive Steve 
Stenger acknowledged the county still 
has seven years on its lease with $2.3 
million in rent due to the owner, Greg- 
ory Sansone. 

“We were stuck with a bad lease,” 
said Stenger adviser Paul Hampel. He 
said the office was in very poor con- 
dition. “We had to get the people who 
were in there, out of there.” 

The Stenger administration has 
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A GOOD DEAL? 
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Steve Stenger’s critics claim 
use of space in St. Ann mall 

is reward for developers who 
have donated to his campaign 


HOPE 


HOLDS COURT 


IN KINLOCH 


Once a community hub, 
the basketball courts had 


fallen into decay when 


Ferguson 
report gets 
renewed 
interest 


Amid Stockley protests, 
leaders examine ways 
to fulfill ‘call to action’ 


BY CELESTE BOTT 


a nonprofit picked them 
for an artistic makeover 


E: 7 St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
PHOTO COURTESY OF PROJECT BACKBOARD 

The basketball courts on Mable Avenue in Kinloch Park were transformed in August 
by artist William LaChance and the nonprofit Project Backboard. 


ST. LOUIS © One week after protests 
erupted in St. Louis over the acquittal 
of former police Officer Jason Stock- 
ley, Mayor Lyda Krewson challenged 
the city to recommit itself to reforms 
laid out in the Ferguson Commission 
report. 

The 198-page report, consisting of 
189 “calls to action,” was the culmina- 
tion of nearly 10 months of work for 
a commission established by former 
Gov. Jay Nixon in 2015, as a response to 
the outcry over the shooting death of 
Michael Brown, a black teenager, by a 
white Ferguson police officer. 

Commissioners grouped their post- 
Ferguson calls for action into three cat- 
egories: Justice for All, involving urgent 
police and court reforms; Youth at the 
Center, exploring policies to promote 
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SEND CHEER 


Greetings benefit charities here 
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J.B. FORBES « jforbes@post-dispatch.com 
Denon Muhammad, 7, of Kinloch, practices basketball on the newly repainted courts in Kinloch Park last month. Artist William 


LaChance said he focused on passages of bright, uninterrupted color that could serve as a backdrop to players. Cardinals shopping for relief + B1 


Nicklaus: Tax plan favors riche p1 


= ‘It felt like 
nobody 
really 


BY ERIN HEFFERNAN © St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


KINLOCH 
eri Gilyard’s childhood world revolved around three bas- 
ketball courts in this north St. Louis County town. 


Celebrating Jewish authors « c1 


It was the 1990s, and Gilyard spent almost every mo- cared Mizzou trounces Florida + B1 
ent he wasn’t in school or sleeping on the courts on 
Mable Avenue, across from the apartment complex where he about TOAN filesiit 
grewup. 5 N an- COU 
The basketball courts in Kinloch Park were a hub for a group of Ki nloch. 7 76°/47° 
boys and young men like Gilyard from the community, the oldest But th : cLouby 
African-American city incorporated in Missouri. u IS FALL Tomorrow ¢ 
They would be on the courts at 6 a.m. Sometimes the games j gi 
were so intense they would miss the school bus. to me is BACK 54°/42° 
The friends would spend whole days there in summer, playing beautifu L Daylight MOSTE CLOUDY 
past midnight under the lights. i time Sas WEATHER 
Gilyard remembers one Christmas break when they started 5 Its all ended. You B15 
trash talking and decided they needed to play. There was 6 inches J.B. FORBES * jforbes@post-dispatch.com b : l , should have POST-DISPATCH WEATHERBIRD © 
of snow on the ground, but they shoveled the entire court and Keri Gilyard, 27, talks about the made-over eaut ifu e e bee k 
courts last month. Gilyard had taken it on ea | {lll | | Ill : 
See KINLOCH ° Page AS himself to try to maintain the courts. Keri Gilyard Saturday 2M olllogredlo7100 g 
night. 
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